3 


THE 

NON AGON 



FALL - 1991 


NEW HAMPSHIRE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


’7ol . 




IIo. 1 


II 0 N A G 0 IT 


Fall 13Si;?. 32e 


OLDS EIIGLISH TOUCH PISCES 

Uy Frederick A. Brofos ^ 

Perhaps you have a small coin lying around which you didn't lake much due to a 
disfiguring hole in it. Yet you couldn't really discard it, as it ^s made of gold. 

You may have something more interesting than you inaginedl To 

a^old English coin of a certain kind. Let us first lokk into the historical background 
of these particular coins knows as ''jrouch pieces". 

In ancient times there arose a belief in the healing power imparted ^ ^ 
the Royal W of the "^ord's Anointed", a superstition which became ^eeply^oted^^,^ tie 
human Snd. The royal cower of healing by touch is said to have be g^ with ^ 

Confessor (1042-1026) and descended to his successors on the Bnglish 

the reign of Queen Anne (1702-1714^. The rite was apparently suspended dur^g the Comnos 
wealth Lriod, although it is mentioned that the method ^d been tried ^ ^Je la^ 
usuroer', Cromwell, but withut success. Although Edward, the Co^essor, ^id not 
healing power to one complaint, his successors claimed the right only to heal scrofula 
Struts. This disease was coBmionly known as "King's Evil" says an old writer, because the 
King's touch could cure it. 

It became customary for a small sum of money to be given by the king to 
healed, although there is no actual evidence of this practice until ohe time of He^ 

711 This monarch gave to each person he healed a gold com of the period, which after- 
w^rds became known as a touch piece. The Angel-noble wros the gold com chosen ^ 
oierced and worn around the neck of the afflicted mdividual. This com bears the fig^ 
^f St. Michael slaying a dragon, which was held by some to symbolize an angel extemina- 
ting disease. Others believe the coin was chosen on account of the pious motto on xt. ^ 

™he original latin motto is translated "Through your crucifixion save us fr®. 
detrruotion"! During Queen Elizabeth's reign it was changed to one translated ^t you 
sav has been done by the Lord and is wonderful in our eyes . After , 

si"ze of th4 coin .vas reduced and themotto "SOLI DEO GLORIA" is translated Glory to God 

Alone". 

An old chronicle from time of Charles II states -^he giving of the gold coin or 
touch Piece was a token of good will from His Majesty and was not supposed to be essent- 
ial to' the cure" For all that many of the sufferers appear to yave regarded the piece as 
very essential to the cure, and if they happened to lose it, or perhaps Havmg 
they applied for another token of "His I&jesty's Good <Yill . So great mdeed was the _ 
increa's'e in the number of applicants that certain restrictions bec^e necessa^. it is 
recorded that Charles II touched 23,601 people during 1660-1664 and durmg 1667-1684 
the number had risen to 68, 506. 

Several doctors of the court were appointed to insure thnt only those really 
troubled with the "Evil" could attend the ceremony and they Imd to s^it certificates 
"’rom their ministers and arrange for tickets in advance. It is said that nnne failed to 
receive benefits unless they had little faith. Vlhen the fortunes of Cnarles I decriased 
so ho could not give away gold touch pieces, he had special coins struck -or the purpose 
of silver, and even copper. The latter baing especially rare, carried on one side a nand 
vr.th the words "He toughed". One might imagine that touch pieces would be easy to 
acwuire. I have, myself, however, not found this to be the case. 

Editor's notei The above article hardly qualifies as II. H. numismatics, nowever, ^ 
Thomas Leighton, prominent early settler of Dover,::.?:, vvas aaid to be a descendant of 
Edward the Confessor, pnd ny wife's children are descended from Thomas Leighv-mn. 
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N. E. NUMISmTIC ASSN. MEEYING 
WILL BE IN NASHUA, N.H. SEPT. 28 

Nashua Coin Club will host the Fall 
meeting of New -“ampshire Numisnatic Assn, 
at 6 F.M« Satiirday, Sept. 28, in Saint 
Philip Church hall. Exit 5VT off Route 3, 
Everett Turnpike, 500 West Hollis St,, 

Route 11 ^est, Nashua, N.H. All members 
are urged to attend. 

The meeting will be held following 
the Sat\irday bourse of the semi-annual 
coin, stamp, and baseball card show 
sponsored by Nashua Coin Club. President 
'^ary C-albo may be contacted at 603-SS1-2245 
for information, A few bourse tables are 
still available. There will be a food 
concession and admission is free. Hours 
are 10;00 to 6j00 Saturday and lOiOO to 
5 P.M. Sunday* Forty to fifty bourse 
tables will buy and sell coins, stamps, 
baseball cards, etc. 

NUMISMATIC CALENEAR 

Sept. 28-29 Nashua Coin Club semi-annual 
coin, Stamp, baseball card show at Saint 
Philip Church Hall, Exit 5W, Everett Turnpike 

Oct. 5, Center of N.H. show, coins, stamps, 
etw. Holiday Inn, 700 Elm St., -ianchester. 
(first Siniday each month) 

Oct. 20, 3rd Sunday show. Holiday Inn, 

Exit 4, Everett Turnpike(bigger & better) 

Oct. 26-27 Tri-State Collectors' Exhibition 
39 Green St., Concord, N.H Community Ctr. 

Oct. 27. Fourth Sunday Show, Holiday Inn, 
Portsmouth Traffic Circle, 

Oot. 19-20, New England Nixmismayic Assn, 

47th Conference “ Convention, ’.Torcester, 

-"ass. ;A. Sp.nnel Recreation Ctr., 

Exit 16 off I-290J 

Sept, 26, Portsmouth, N.H* Athenaeum, 

'.arket Square (third floor above Foster's 
papers) Kevin Lafond will speak on Scrip 
of the Civil War period, '^evin has done 
a lot of reasearch on these and we will 
publish his list of all known issues. 

Public is invited to above program. 
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TRI-STATE COLLECTORS* EXKIBIEION 
OCT. 26 & 27 HI CONCORD, N. H. 

The 36th annual Tri-State Collectors' 
Exhibition will be held in Concord Community 
Center, 39 Creen ^t. (back of City Hall anfi 
police station) Concord, N. H. Saturday, Cot, 

26 and Sunday, Oct, 27, from 10 A ,M. to 5 ?.M» 
An auction will be held by Fred Mo Phail, Keene, 
starting at 4j30 P.M. Saturday. 

The Governor's Trophy and' many other fine 
prizes are offered for exhibits of nimiismatio, 
philatelic, or miscellaneous categories. There 
is a special award for junior exhibits. The 
brochure listing classes and score card, etc. 
is available from exhibit chairman Robert I. 
Wester, Alton Woods Lane, Concord, N.H. 03301 
His p))one is (603) 226-2450. Show cases and 
exhibit frames are available. 

Bo\n"se chairman Ken Fancher, 14 Rosedale 
St,, Hooksett, N.H. 03106 (603-) 485-5691 had 
a few tables still available but expects over 
30 dealer tables to be sold. They will offer 
coins, stamps, baseball cards , postcards, etc* 

Cachet chairman Frederick Erofos, PPD 1, 

Box 414, Warner, N.H. 03278 has special show 
cachet featuring the discovery^ of America by 
the Norsemen. Wooden nickels with same theme 
will be available. There will be a special 
postal station v/ith back issues of stamps at 
face value. 

««*«««« 

ANNUAL lEETING VOTED DUES CHANGES 

Increased postage and other costs were 
reasons for members attending annual meeting 
last -4iy in Nash\xa to vote to increase dues 
for regular members to $4,00 a year for 1992 
and after. Life memberships will be >50,00 
starting Uan. 1, 1992. These fees are still 
less than most organizations. The listing of 
all know Sivil ''War scrip issued in -ew ■Hampshire 
will be published in coming issues along v/ith 
a raritj’’ guide, genci dues to Sam Allan. Box 

1655, Dover, N.H. 03820. 

The annual meeting also voted to raise 

the price of ads for same reasons as dues. 

The new rates are listed on the page with 
advertising. 'We thank our regular advertisers 
and ask thp.t ^’’ou mantion thn None.gon -when you 
do 'ousiness v/ith them which we 'none is often. 

'We would welcome your ad too. 
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New Hampshire Merchant Scrip 
By: Kevin Lafond 

Rufus K. Oxford 
Grocer 

Portsmouth, NH 


Rufus K. Oxford was born in Portsmouth, N. H. on September 28, 
1822. At age 16 he went to work for Grocer Benjamin Carter Jr. as 
a clerk. The store was located at 2 Pleasant Street in Portsmouth. 
It was here that he learned his life long trade. 

Around 1851 he went into the grocery business with Samuel W. Moses. 
The business, Moses and Oxford, was located at 14 Pleasant Street. 
This partnership only lasted a few years. 

Subsequently, he went into business for himself and opened his own 
grocery store. At different times the store occupied various State 
Street addresses near the corner of Pleasant Street, (72 State St. , 
75 State St., & 78 State St.). 

For three years, 1871-1873, Rufus was a clerk in Washington, D. C. 
During this time his son, Charles R. Oxford, operated the store 
with Newton Johnston using the name Oxford & Johnston. In addition, 
they also operated a farm. Upon Rufus' return to Portsmouth he 
resumed operation of the store. Charles continued the farming 
operation, moving his office to 43 Middle Street. 


When Rufus died on April 15, 1880, his other son, Herman W. Oxford, 
continued the business. Herman took Milan C. Cram as his partner, 
changed the name of the business to Oxford & Cram, and relocated to 
43 Middle Street, (the location of his brothers farming office) . The 
partnership was dissolved by 1883 and the business closed by 1886. 


Rufus Oxford was considered a shrewd businessman by his 
contemporaries. He had a strong business, good credit, and 
considerable real estate holdings. These traits and facts may 
partially explain why he issued merchant scrip. In addition to 
providing change during a coinage shortage, it also provided a 
medium for advertising as evidenced by the two and three cent 
issues of 1864. Another factor is that the issuance of scrip 
provided the merchant with an interest free loan. Although two 
cents may not seem like much, consider the fact that most merchants 
that issued scrip had in excess of $3 00 circulating. In 1991 terms 
this would equate to a $24,000 interest free loan. (This assumes a 
$5.00 average weekly wage in 1864 and a $400.00 average weekly wage 
today) . What shrewd, or not so shrewd, merchant wouldn't jump at 
this opportunity! 

‘i RUFUS K. OXFORD, 

I DEALER IX 

iW. 1 S-D-DB3 &EB 


73 Stat« Strcatf . . . Portamontlky N. U« 

terms c^sh. 


Advertisement in the Portsmouth Directory of 1864 
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The known notes issued by Rufus Oxford are as follows: 




50,25 

Oct. 12, 

1862 





$0.05 

Nov. 1 , 

1862, 

drawn 

on 

the Rockingham 

Bank 

$0.25 

Nov. 1, 

1862, 

drawn 

on 

the Rockingham 

Bank 

$0.50 

Nov. 1, 

1862, 

drawn 

on 

the Rockingham 

Bank 

$0.02 

Apr. 23, 

1864 





$0.03 

Apr. 23, 

1864 
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KliaTO ISSUSS OF ira',7 HA.IC=SHni3 Cr/IL ’,1A.P. 3CF.I? 
by Keviia Lafond 


ACWORTH 

D. J. & M. 
D. J. & M. 
D. J. & M. 
D. J. & M. 


M. Warner 
M. Warner 
M. Warner 
M. Warner 


(12/20/62) 

(12/20/62) 

(12/20/62) 

(12/20/62) 


$0.05 (R7) 

$0.10 (R7) 

$0.25 (R7) 

$0.50 (R7) 


ALTON 

J. Jones & 
J. Jones & 
J. Jones & 
J. Jones & 
J. Jones & 
J. Jones & 
J. Jones St 


A. H. Sawyer 
A. H. Sawyer 
A. H. Sawyer 
A. H. Sawyer 
A. H. Sawyer 
A. H. Sawyer 
A. H. Sawyer 


(06/23/64) 

(06/23/64) 

(11/26/62) 

(11/26/62) 

(10/18/62) 

(11/26/62) 

(11/26/62) 


$0.02 (R7) 

$0.03 (R7) 

$0.05 (R6) 

$0.10 (R6) 

$0.25 (R7) 

$0.25 (R6) 

$0.50 (R6) 


AMHERST 

Souhegan Bank (01/01/63) 
Souhegan Bank (01/01/63) 


$0.25 (R7) 

$0.50 (R7) 


BERLIN FALLS 

Moses T. Cross (No Date) 


$0.05 (R7) 


BROOKLINE 

F. C. Tucker (Townsend Bank) (07/04/64) 
Tucker St Stiles (07/16/62) 

Tucker St Stiles (07/16/62) 


$0.03 (R6) 

$0.10 (R7) 

$0.25 (R7) 
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ITnown Issues of IT, H, Civil 7Tar Scrip 


(continued) 


CANDIA 


i 


Unknown Issuer (12/01/62) 


$0.05 (R7) 


CHARLESTOWN 


George Olcott, Jr. 
George Olcott, Jr. 


(CT River Bank) (10/18/62) 
(CT River Bank) (10/18/62) 


$0.05 (R7) 

$0.25 (R7) 


CHICHESTER 

George P. Haines (02/01/64) 


$0.02 (R7) 


COLEBROOK 

Thomas A. Pitkin (No Date) 
R. M. Sherburne (No Date) 

R. M. Sherburne (No Date) 

R. M. Sherburne (No Date) 


$0.05 (R7) 

$0.05 (R7) 

$0.25 (R7) 

$0.50 (R7) 


(to be continued) 

Anyone who knows of issues not listed please notify lafond or Editor Wayne S, Rich 


I 


ADVERT IS L'.G 

Advertising is accepted for the 
ITonagon at the following rates* 

Full page ad y20,00 

Half page ad 012.00 

One fourth page $7.00 
3ar.e ad i^y hs included in three 
consecutive issues. Sept, Jan. 
snd .ipril for twice the single 
rr.te. Coir;- for thic ads (camera 
readv) nny be submitted to 'Te.yne 
1, Rich, 5ox 391, -^onoord, ...H. 03302 
O'' “an. 1, Sept. 1, or Sept. 1 with 
check for papor-cnt to .^HITA. 

Our thanks to those favori:.„ us 
with ?.ds» Rlaase mention ITonp.gon 77hen 
resoonding to ans. phanks* Those who 
support Dew Hampshire D-jmisnntic Assn, 
■•.'ith their ads deserve jtour business. 


Numismatic News 
delivers the news first 


"There's no doubt in my mind that NUMISMATIC NEWS delivers 
the news first Nine times out of ten. I find an important story 
first in NUMISMATIC NEWS. I've been a reader for 20 years. I 
subscribe to NUMISMATIC NEWS because it's the best publication 
in the field." 

Robert Foppiano, Missouri 


$ I Being first every time is hard; but nine out 

I 'i of ten isn't bad. That's why NUMISMATIC NEWS 
^ •: , should be your complete hobby weekly. 

I jj In NUMISMATIC NEWS, you can count on 

y the latest news first; the hobby's most respected 
value guide, 'Coin Market; ‘ the field's only full- 
time Washington Bureau to keep you on lop of 
vital Mint news; the hobby's most experienced 
staff; trustworthy advertisers who deliver what 
they promise; and the coin industry's most 
complete show calendar. Plus, as a special 
bonus, you'll receive a FREE classified ad every 
week as a subscriber. That's a *260 yearly 
value that more than pays for your subscription 
several limes ewer. 
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20 Issues just ^9 

Check or money order to Nirnsnaric News, 

Circulation Dept. GNF, 700 E. Slate Street, lola. Wl 54990 

MasterCard or VISA customers call toll-free 800-258-0929, 
Dept. GNF, 6:30 am-8 pm, Mon.-Fri., 8 am-2 pm, Sat., CDT 
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ADVERTISING 


ADVERTISING 


ADVERTISING 




RARE COINS 

ANTIQUE WATCHES 

GOLD 

SILVER 

BASEBALL CARDS 

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED 


Securities Advisor 


ROBERT A. LAVOIE: ANA, NAWCC 
Ragittsrad SEC 


BOB’S COINS OF MANCHESTER 

669-7775 

378 KELLEY ST., MANCHESTER, N.H. 




